




































































Donlin Gold Project

Public Easement Plan

Mine Operations (Mine Construction, Operation, Reclamation and Closure) Plan

After Mine Operations Plan

Type File# Name Type Description4 Alternative Access
RST 549 Snow Restriction ~ Temporary closure within: T22N No alternative access required. Return corridor to the original
Gulch- R48W S. 5,8; and T23N R48W S. location as practicable. The
Anaconda 30, 31, 32. temporary access corridor would be
Creek Trail reclaimed if possible, or allowed to
naturally revegetate.
RST 550 Crooked Terminate Temporary closure within: T22N No alternative access required. No action required.
Creek R49W S. 2; and T23N R49W S. 26,
Cabin- 27, 34, 35.
American
Creek Trail
RST 1475 Willow Restriction Temporary closure within: T23N Alternative access within: T24N Return corridor to the original
Creek-Flat R48W S. 6; and T23N R49W 1, 12, R48W S. 30, 31; and T24N R49W location as practicable. The
Creek Trail 13, 14, 23. S. 25, 26. temporary access corridor would be
reclaimed if possible, or allowed to
naturally revegetate.
EIN 8C3L Terminate Closure within: T23N R49W S. 28, No alternative access through Reacquire corridor to the original
33, 34. private ANCSA land is required. location as practicable.
EIN 9D1L Terminate Closure within: T23N R48W S. 18, No alternative access through Return corridor to the original
19, 20, 21, 22; and T23N R49W S. private ANCSA land is required. location as practicable.
13, 14, 23, 24.
EIN 15 D1 Terminate Closure within: T22N R49W S. 21 No alternative access through Reacquire corridor to the original
private ANCSA land is required. location as practicable.
EIN 10 D1 Terminate Terminate within: T22N R48W S. 4, New easement donated within: No action required.
5,7,8; T22N R49W S. 2, 3, 11, 12; T22N R49W S. 26, 27, 28.
and T23N R48W S. 33, 34.
EIN 11 D1 Terminate Terminate within: T23N R48W S. 3,  No alternative access through No action required.
10, 15, 22. private ANCSA land is required.
EIN 15D1 Terminate Terminate within: T22N R49W S. Alternative access via the proposed  Reacquire corridor to the original
21. alternative access for FAS 231. location as practicable.
EIN 21C4/2 Correct Correct easement to more No alternative access required No action required.
laC4 accurately describe location
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< g% N > Rowland Engineering Consultants 481 West RECON Circle - Palmer, Alaska 99645
NS~ 907.746.3630 - 907.355.3006 cell - steve@reconllc.net

October 17, 2016

Donlin Gold, LLC
4720 Business Park Blvd., Suite G25
Anchorage, AK 99503

Attn.: James Fueg

Re:  Route Characteristics for the Proposed Alternative Access to Public Lands
Surrounding the Donlin Gold Core Operating Area Resulting from the Temporary
Closure of Omnibus R/W FAS 231, RST 1475, RST 548, RST 547, and EIN 10 D1,
REVISION-01

Introduction

Donlin Gold LLC (Donlin Gold) has proposed the development of an open pit gold mine and
related infrastructure (proposed project) and designated a Core Operating Area (COA) on the
private lands surrounding the project site. This COA will be required for mine operations and to
protect the public from the potential hazards associated with mine operations. There are
currently 13 federally- or state-managed public access easements and/or rights-of-way (ROWSs)
that intersect the COA. The right to public access provided by these easements conflicts with the
imperative of excluding public access within the COA and, in many cases, the proposed land
improvements may block or overlay the footprint of an easement. Rowland Engineering
Consultants (RECON LLC, or RECON) has been retained by Donlin Gold to delineate
alternative access to the public lands surrounding the COA. The following is RECON's
summary of terrain and constructability characteristics for the proposed alternative access routes.

The proposed alternative access was identified following an evaluation of alternatives and
assessment of viability conducted by Steve Rowland, PE, between 2013 and 2015. Each of the
easements proposed for temporary closure was inspected to determine traditional use and
purpose. It was determined through this process that only the Omnibus R/W FAS 231 was used
to any substantial degree, and then only for occasional winter travel or freighting. The other
easements appear to have had very limited use as historical local routes for transiting the area
with mining-related equipment, lacked any evidence of use, or were located in terrain that would
not have been utilized as a travel route for any practical purpose. The last reason is particularly
true of EIN 11 D1, which would not have been aligned as indicated by the mapped route, which
cross-cuts terrain in a manner that inhibits practical travel, while ignoring the nearby proximity
of ridgelines that could be traversed relatively easily on foot or with motorized equipment. In
addition, RST 1475 is also grossly misrepresented on maps and is shown to traverse terrain that
would prohibit any type of functional trail or road development. The observed location of this
route is in the valley bottom along Donlin Creek, as opposed to crossing the ridges and side-
hilling the slopes to the west of the creek.
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